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One of the unique and special components of a St. Francis school day begins at 8:15am 
when all students, grades Pre-K through 8th, assemble together as one school family in 
our parish center. The formation of this gathering is symbolic in more ways than merely 
the assemblage of a community who comes together in prayer and reflects upon the 
daily Gospel. The daily routine of this gathering establishes the corporal embodiment of 
the unity of PENGUIN NATION. And while we regularly use our Community Meeting as 
an occasion in which to read scripture, recite the Pledge of Allegiance, recognize student 
accomplishments and sing “Happy Birthday” to students and faculty members; the best 
part of our communal time maybe the individual prayers that are offered by the students 
and humbly placed within the hand constructed prayer cross which stands as a center 
piece at each gathering. Over this past school year, our students placed nearly 1000 
notes in our prayer cross and shared aloud the words of that note to his/her 
schoolmates. The gift of shared prayer is not only seen in its expression of faith, but also 
in the bond that unites the human heart through joy, mercy and hope. 
 
As I reflect on the values and virtues that are developed as a student moves through our 
program toward graduation, I take great pride in knowing that our young people have 
developed a foundation of Competence, Conscience and Compassion. To this point, a St. 
Francis de Sales graduate models Jesus in thoughts, words, and deeds while: 

 Recognizing God in others while acting with kindness, courage, and peace. 

 Living out faith, mercy, empathy, and justice through service. 

 Possessing critical thinking and problem-solving skills. 

 Demonstrating academic integrity and effective study habits. 

 Listening actively and communicating effectively. 

 Utilizing and adapting to technology. 

 Aspiring to higher education and career readiness. 
 
The aforementioned set of values and virtues serves as a model of a SFdS Graduate at 
Graduation. Moreover, we continue to take great pride in the young people who call St. 
Francis their home and the exemplary efforts that our faculty, staff, parents, 
grandparents, volunteers and parish offer in invested support to our Catholic school. 
And in keeping with our School Board’s goal of spreading the good news that was 
revealed in this year’s Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools re-
accreditation approval report, I hope you take pride in reading a few more 
commendations that were authored by the external group of visiting educators. Enjoy!  

 The faculty and staff demonstrate a sincere commitment to, pride in, and 

support for the school by participating in its activities, and working 

cooperatively with each other and the school leadership. 

 The school administration was observed to model tenets of the Catholic faith for 

students, faculty, staff and parents. 
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